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Chapter Six

The Blessed Physical Features of

  Rasulullah 

The Clothing of Rasulullah  was that of

Ibrahim  and Isma’il 

The clothing of Rasulullah was in no way in emulation of any            

national or tribal dress. Rather it was in emulation of divine          

revelation and inspiration. It was an old Arab custom to wear a           



Siratul - Mustafa (Vol – 3)

sheet that covered the upper body and one that was wrapped          

around the lower body. This was the dress of Isma’il as           

narrated with regard to ‘Umar that he urged the Arabs of           

Azerbaijan to wear these sheets because this was the dress of their           

forefather, Isma’il . He wrote to them saying:

، ِتالِيواَرَّسلا اوُقْلَأَو ، َفاَفِخْلا اوُقْلَأَو ، اوُلِعَتْناَو ، اوُدَْتراَو ، اوُرِزَّتاَف ، ُدْعَب اَّمَأ
ِمَجَعْلا َّيِزَو ، َمُّعَنَّتلاَو ْمُكاَِّيإَو ، َليِعاَمْسِإ ْمُكيَِبأ ِساَبِلِب ْمُكْيلَعَو

“Wear the izar and sheet and hold on firmly to the dress of your

father, Isma’il. Beware of luxuries and adopting the dress of the non-

Arabs.”

Allah forbid, a Prophet of Allah does not follow the dress code            

and ways of the people to which he is sent. He teaches the people             

beliefs, character, mannerisms, deeds, acts of worship, transactions,       

etc. in accordance with divine revelation and the orders of Allah .           

A Prophet is so particular in this regard that he teaches them the            

etiquette of relieving themselves.

There is no aspect of this material life or of the hereafter regarding            

which the Messenger of Allah does not have any divine inspiration          

or indication. It is impossible for a Prophet to follow the ways and            

customs of the masses. Rasulullah gave instructions with regard         

to clothing as well – that certain things are lawful while others are            

unlawful. This, he did so that there will be a distinction between           

Muslims and unbelievers. There are many Ahadith from which it is          

established that Rasulullah prohibited the Muslims from       

imitating the unbelievers and ordered that Muslims should act in         

opposition to them. He also prohibited all those garments which         

give the impression of pride, haughtiness, extravagance and       
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lavishness. He also prohibited clothing which has any similarity to         

that of the enemies of Allah . The polytheists used to wear silk            

and silk brocades. Rasulullah prohibited the Muslims from        

wearing these. The polytheists used to wear the lower garment (izar)          

in such a way that it used to be below the ankles, sweeping the             

floor. This, they did out of pride. Rasulullah prohibited the          

Muslims from this. Rasulullah prohibited the wearing of        

clothing that was embellished with gold so that there may be no           

taint of pride, luxury and extravagance. The polytheists did not wear          

hats over their turbans. Rasulullah said: “The difference        

between us and them is the wearing of turbans over the hats.”

In this way, Rasulullah established a distinction between the         

Muslims and unbelievers in their dress code. The Sahih of Imam          

Bukhari rahimahullah and Imam Muslim rahimahullah narrate that       

Rasulullah said: “Oppose the polytheists. Lengthen the beards        

and clip the moustaches.” In other words, do not make your          

appearance like that of the unbelievers. Your appearance and        

dressing should be different from that of the unbelievers.

The Musnad of Imam Ahmad rahimahullah and the Sunan of Abu          

Da’ud rahimahullah narrate from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar that        

Rasulullah said: “Whoever imitates a nation, is enumerated        

among them.”

In his commentary to this Hadith, ‘Allamah Qari rahimahullah says         

that this imitation applies to clothing and other outward matters. It          

does not refer to non-physical ways and mannerisms because for         

these, the word takhalluq is used and not tashabbuh. Imam Muslim          
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rahimahullah narrates from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As that         

Rasulullah said: “These are the clothes of the unbelievers.         

Therefore, do not wear them.”

It is thus established that the clothing of Rasulullah and his           

appearance was entirely in accordance with divine revelation. It was         

not in emulation of his people and country. Assuming Rasulullah         

was sent as a Prophet to London or Germany, he would have            

reformed the ways of the people there just as he did of the people             

in Makkah. He would have changed their worship of desires to the           

worship of Allah , their nakedness with covering up of one’s          

body, their shamelessness with chastity, shame, purity and modesty.        

Therefore, if any immature person claims that if Rasulullah         

were sent to London or Germany he would have followed western          

ways and customs is nothing but a reflection of a person suffering           

from an inferiority complex and a person suffering from foolishness         

and stupidity. This is nothing but madness.

A Prophet of Allah is subservient to divine revelation. He is           

never subservient to nationality and country. Rather, he invites the         

nation towards following him and dyes them with the color of Allah           

. A Muslim has to live his life in this color of Allah . And the               

basis for this is that he should abstain from the ways, customs,           

dressing and appearance of the enemies of Allah . In so doing,           

he will be displaying his aloofness and distance from every         

department of unbelief, and the color of iman may glitter from          

every direction from his body.
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An Overview of the Matter concerning

Imitating the Unbelievers

Alhamdulillah, it has been clearly established that Rasulullah’s        

clothes, lower garment, shawl, cloak, turban and outward       

appearance were all in emulation of his forefather, Isma’il .         

Allah forbid, this was not in emulation of and did not bear any            

similarity to that of the polytheists of Makkah, of the people and           

the land. I feel it appropriate to write something about the facts           

concerning the matter of imitating the unbelievers (tashabbuh bil        

Kuffar) in order to draw the attention of matters without which          

many injunctions of Islam will not remain acceptable. It is for this           

reason that those who ardently follow western culture and wish to          

free themselves from the limits and restrictions of Islamic        

injunctions make their first attack against this matter of imitating         

the unbelievers. They spend all their energies in trying to wipe this           

out so that the path may remain clear for them for the future, and             

so that together with their claims to Islam, there may remain no           

obstacles in their emulation of western culture. They may be         

verbally referred to as Muslims, but their society, culture,        

appearance, dressing etc. will be that of the west.

Since this matter concerning imitating the unbelievers is of extreme         

importance in the Shari’ah, there is no book of tafsir, Hadith,          

jurisprudence and beliefs that does not delve into this topic. The          

jurists and theologians explained this matter under the chapter        
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concerning apostasy (Bab al-irtidad), i.e. through what ways does a         

Muslim become an apostate and how does he come out of the circle            

of Islam. Among these is also imitating the unbelievers. There are          

different stages and levels of this, and each one has a different           

ruling.

In order to clarify this matter of tashabbuh bil kuffar, a great scholar            

of the 7th century, Hafiz Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah (d. 728 A.H),          

wrote a detailed book in this regard, titled Iqtida’ as-Sirat         

al-Mustaqim Mukhalafah Ashab al-Jahim. He writes from different       

angles on this subject in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah, and            

through rational and traditional proofs. Through Qur’anic and       

Hadith texts, he makes it clear that there is no department of this            

worldly and spiritual life wherein the pure Shari’ah and the clear          

religion of Islam did not command its adherents to protect         

themselves from bearing any similarity to the filth and darkness of          

kufr and shirk. He also proves that the demand of the straight path            

(as-Sirat al-Mustaqim) is that we should beware of bearing any         

similarity to those who have earned the wrath of Allah and those           

who have gone astray.

In this European and western era, this trial and tribulation (of          

tashabbuh bil Kuffar) has come to the fore again. The ‘ulama’ turned           

their full attention to this matter. However, in this tribulation-filled         

era, no comprehensive book has been written in which all aspects          

and angles of this matter are discussed in an orderly, systematic and           

convincing manner, which, at the same time, also removes the         

doubts, misgivings and false notions in such a convincing manner         

after which there remains no room for anyone to say anything. All           

praise is due to Allah that this religious duty has been fulfilled            

by a very senior scholar, Maulana Qari Muhammad Tayyib Sahib         
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rahimahullah. May Allah reward him on behalf of Islam and the           

Muslims for his efforts in this regard.

The learned Maulana compiled a book in two parts, titled         

at-Tashabbuh fil Islam. This is a unique and matchless book on this           

subject. Without doubt, there is no book to compare with it on this            

subject. Hakimul Ummah Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thawi rahimahullah       

pens his impressions about this book. He writes: “After praising         

Allah and salutations to Rasulullah , I have read this book           

word for word. As I read this book, my heart was filled with joy and              

my eyes with light with every word that I read. I have not come             

across any writing on the subject of tashabbuh written in such a           

complete, detailed and authorative manner. The intricacies towards       

which it was not possible for my mind to have conceived have been            

brought to the fore. The most far-fetched doubts and misgivings         

have been totally uprooted. May Allah enable this book to be           

of benefit and may He accept it and include it among the “good            

words” regarding which He says in the Qur’an that “good words          

climb towards Him”. May Allah include the author among those          

regarding whom He said:

ِديِمَحْلا ِطاَرِص ىَلِإ اوُدُهَو ِلْوَقْلا َنِم ِبِّيَّطلا ىَلِإ اوُدُهَو
“They have been guided to the purest of words and they have

been guided to the path of the One who is worthy of all praise.”
[Surah al-Hajj, verse 24]

The reader is therefore requested that if he wishes to make a full            

research on this subject of tashabbuh, he should study this book of           

Maulana Qari Muhammad Tayyib rahimahullah. I will now present        

this subject in a very concise manner. Most of what I am going to             

write is taken from Iqtida’ as-Sirat al-Mustaqim (of Ibn Taymiyyah         
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rahimahullah), Hakimul Ummah rahimahullah so that all this could        

be a source of guidance and insight for the reader.

A Hadith states:

“ ءابرغلل ىبوطف ًابيرغ دوعيسو ًابيرغ مالسإلا أدب ”

In other words, Islam commenced in a helpless state, without any          

helpers and without any support. During the prosperous and        

blessed era of the four Rightly-Guided Caliphs it flourished and         

shined like the sun. During this era, it turned the kingdom and           

authority of Caesar and Choesroes upside down. Through its simple         

social structure and Allah-fearing culture, it tore down the deceiving         

and ailing culture and civilization of Caesar and Choesroes. The         

entire world witnessed this scene.

Rasulullah’s ten years of battles and military expeditions, the         

efforts of Abu Bakr and then the ten years of battles and            

conquests of ‘Umar - the effects of all this was that Islam            

remained the dominant force in the world for ten centuries (or 1000           

years). Islamic culture and Islamic society prevailed over all other         

cultures and societies. The nations of the world considered the         

adoption of Islamic culture and society a source of honor for them.           

During the Abbasid Caliphate, there was a proliferation of        

knowledge and wisdom. Arts and crafts reached their peak. The         

inhabitants of Europe were still an ignorant and uncultivated        

nation. They learnt knowledge and wisdom from the Muslims. They         

took the lessons of arts, crafts, culture and civilization from the          

Muslims.

Then they came onto the world highway of progress while the rulers           

of the Islamic states became intoxicated by luxury and comforts.         
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Hypocrites like Mir Ja’far and Mir Sadiq became their ministers.         

Consequently, the Islamic states fell onto the path of retrogression.         

The nations that were subdued at the hands of the Muslims now           

got the reins of authority. On account of their evil deeds and           

misfortune, the rulers became the subjects, and the subjects        

became the rulers.

The Muslims felt and perceived this humiliation of theirs for a few           

days. However, they gradually began accepting and adopting the        

culture, civilization, ways, appearance and dressing of their masters.        

The residents of Islamic states became so absorbed into the society          

of others, that there remained no outward distinction between        

Muslims and non-Muslims.

In accordance with the above-quoted Hadith of Rasulullah , Islam         

once again became helpless and without any support. The reason         

for this is not that there is any fault or blemish in Islamic society and              

that the new society has good and perfection in it. Rather, the           

reason is that the new society is based entirely on desires, lusts,           

name and fame, pride and haughtiness. In addition to this, it is           

nurtured in the shade of strength and power which is naturally liked           

by the soul.

On the other hand, Islamic society is based on simplicity, humility,          

asceticism, contentment, worship of Allah and subjugation of the        

soul – all of which is not liked by the soul.
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On the one hand, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were such leaders            

that the two super powers of the world, Rome and Persia, used to            

be awe-stricken by them. On the other hand, they were also men of            

Allah , wrapping themselves in a shawl and leading the people in           

salah. Merely looking at them enabled people to reform their         

religious lives.

Allah the all-knowing and all-wise, destined the nations of the          

west to enjoy power for a few days as He had given power to the              

‘Ad, the Thamud, Pharaoh and Namrud. No sooner they got this          

power, it heralded an era wherein society was based on desires and           

lusts. The lust-worshippers who were in hiding now came to the          

fore. It is obvious that even the simple-minded people are absorbed          

by the thing which enjoys power, strength, authority and        

government. This is especially so in the society wherein desires and          

lusts are given freedom. And because of the power and authority          

that they enjoy, there is nothing to stop them from acquiring this. In            

such a situation, such a society is certainly the greatest of trials and            

tribulations for the creation of Allah .

It is extremely sad and sorrowful that Muslims are flowing with this           

tide and they are hastening behind those very nations that were          

completely under the subjugation of their forefathers and pious        

predecessors. They are abandoning the characteristics, habits and       

ways of dress of their forefathers and adopting those of the Jews           

and Christians – those who earned the wrath of Allah and those            

who went astray. It is most amazing that how is it that the light of              

the east is being overtaken by the darkness of the west?!

Dear Muslims! This world is fleeting. People rise to power and fall           

from power, and vice versa. The civilized nations of the past made           
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the following claims against the Prophets of Allah: “Who is more          

powerful than us?” They surpassed other civilizations to such an         

extent that “They inhabited the world far more than what others          

inhabited it”, and regarding whom Allah says: “People like them          

were not created in the cities.” These were the very nations that           

mocked and ridiculed the sheet, shawl, and turban and loin cloth of           

the Prophets of Allah . Eventually, they were all destroyed. “Do          

you see any remnants of them?” “Do you ever perceive of any of            

them? Or do you even hear an utterance from them?” They were           

completely wiped out. Some were drowned, others were swallowed        

by the earth, and some were rained upon with stones, while others           

were destroyed by a screeching sound. “Each one of them rejected          

the Prophets. They therefore deserved My promised punishment.”

I am now presenting the essence of this question of tashabbuh to my            

fellow Muslims. I will try to expound on it in the hope that my             

fellow Muslims will ponder over it. “All I want is reformation as           

much as I can do. My ability to do (this good) is only from Allah. I               

place my trust in Him, and to Him I turn.”

The Reality of Imitation

Allah created the entire universe from a single source – be it of             

the animal kingdom, the plant kingdom or the inanimate kingdom.         

Each one of them received existence from a single plate. Despite          

this, He made the form and appearance of each one different from           

the other. He did this so that there may be a distinction among            

them and they are able to recognize each other. The means of           

differentiation is only this outward appearance and form, this        

outward color and complexion. The differences that we see between         

man and animal, lion and donkey, grass and saffron, kitchen and          
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toilet, prison and hospital – are only on the basis of this outward            

form and appearance. If a member of any particular species were to           

abandon his own characteristics and peculiarities, and adopt the        

characteristics and peculiarities of any other species, we will not         

refer to him as a member of the first species. Rather, he will be             

referred to as the second species. If a man abandons male          

characteristics and peculiarities and adopts those of a woman, if he          

adopts the clothing of women, speaks like them and adopts all the           

ways and mannerisms of women, then that man will not be referred           

to as a man. Rather, he will be referred to as a hermaphrodite. This,             

despite the fact that he is still essentially a man. It was just his             

appearance and clothing that changed.

We thus learn that if, in this material world, the characteristics and           

peculiarities of each species are not safeguarded, and the doors of          

intermingling and mixing were opened, then the existence of this         

species will not remain.

The Distinction among Nations

The differences between nations and communities should be       

understood in the same light. Just like the material universe, the          

nations of this world are distinguished from each other through         

their metaphysical and internal peculiarities and idiosyncrasies. The       

Muslim nation, the Hindu nation, the Christian nation, the Jewish         

nation – despite all being from one father (Adam ) have formed           

into different nations apart from being different in the religion that          

each one follows. The reason for his difference is that the culture of            

each nation, its civilization, its society, its way of dress, its way of            

eating, etc. is different from the other. Despite each one believing in           

one God, the form and shape of each one’s way of worship has            
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become different. It is because of these different forms of worship          

that a Muslim and a monotheist are different from a polytheist and           

an idol worshipper, a Christian is different from a Parsee.

In short, what is the way of distinguishing these nations from each           

other apart from these national peculiarities? As long as these         

specific forms and appearances are not safeguarded, the distinctions        

among nations cannot continue to exist. When the religious and         

social peculiarities of a nation remain, that nation will remain in          

existence. When a nation abandons its peculiarities and       

appearances and chooses the peculiarities of another nation, and        

the former nation becomes mixed and absorbed with the latter         

nation, you can deduce that the former nation has now died. It now            

has no existence on the surface of this earth.

The Definition of Tashabbuh

After having made the above clear, read the definition of tashabbuh          

so that you may be able to gauge its ills and harms. Tashabbuh could             

be defined as any of the following:

(1) To abandon your essence, your appearance and your existence         

and to totally absorb the essence, the appearance and the existence          

of another nation.

(2) To destroy your existence into the existence of another nation.

(3) To alter your form and appearance and adopt the form and           

appearance of another nation.

(4) To leave your distinctive character and adopt the distinctive         

character of another nation.

(5) To abandon your own and your own people’s appearance and          
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way of life and adopt the appearance and way of life of another            

nation:

It is for this reason that the Shari’ah commands that the Muslim           

nation should be distinct and separate from other nations as         

regards its outward form. It should be distinct from other nations in           

its dressing and also in its appearance. Apart from the external sign,           

there has to be a special sign within the body as well. This            

distinction is portrayed by circumcision and the beard, while the         

external sign is the way of dress. Without these signs, identification          

is not possible. The beard alone is not sufficient because young boys           

do not have beards. How will they be identified? Moreover, some          

nations keep beards. To identify them can only be done through the           

clothing. We thus learn that for an Islamic distinction, there is the           

need for both – clothing and a beard.

The prohibition of tashabbuh is not based on discrimination and         

narrow-mindedness. Rather it is based on self-respect and       

self-honor whose purpose is to save the Islamic nation and the          

Muslims from destruction through being confused with other       

nations. The nation that does not safeguard its peculiarities and         

idiosyncrasies does not deserve to be referred to as a free and           

independent nation.

The order concerning Tashabbuh bil Kuffar

Tashabbuh bil Kuffar in beliefs and acts of worship is kufr. In religious            

customs it is haram, for example, wearing a cross around the neck           

like Christians, wearing a zunnar like the Hindus or placing a dot on            

the forehead like the Hindus. Tashabbuh of this nature is absolutely          

haram and there is a possibility of kufr. The reason for this is that to              

openly opt for the salient features of kufr is an indication of the            
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heart being pleased to do this.

Although this second form of tashabbuh is slightly less than the first           

form, will a person opt for urine when given the choice between           

urine and feces?! He will never. The prohibition of emulating the          

unbelievers in their acts of worship, in religious customs and in the           

two eids is established from the Quran and authentic Ahadith. Ibn          

Taymiyyah rahimahullah has quoted all these in detail in his book,          

Iqtida’ as-Sirat al-Mustaqim.

Tashabbuh in social habits, customs and national peculiarities are all         

makruh tahrimi, for example, wearing that special dress of a         

particular nation that is specifically attributed to that nation, and         

the person wearing that dress is considered to be from that nation.           

An example of this is wearing hats that are worn by Christians, the            

loin-cloth (dhoti) that is worn by Hindus, the shoes that are worn by            

jogis are all prohibited and included as tashabbuh. This is more so           

when it is worn out of pride or with the intention of emulating the             

English. This will entail greater sin. The ruling that applies to          

adopting the dress and appearance of jogis and pundits (Hindu         

priests) also applies to adopting the dress and appearance of the          

English.

Based on this, to adopt the language, style of speaking and tone of            

the unbelievers with the intention that we will also be like the           

English and included among them, then this is certainly prohibited.         

Yes, if the English language is learnt without the intention of          

emulating the English people, and the purpose is to become aware          

of them, to be able to engage in business dealings with them, to be             

able to communicate with them, then there is no harm in learning           

the English language.

If a person learns Hindi or Sanskrit with the intention that he will            
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bear similarity to the pundits and the Hindus may consider him to           

be their fellow brother and they may include him among them, then           

without doubt, it will be prohibited to learn these languages with          

such intentions. But if the intention is so that a person may become            

aware of what they are doing, so that he may be able to read their              

correspondence, etc. then in such a case there is nothing wrong in           

learning these languages.

As for inventions, weapons, war machinery, etc. it is permitted to          

adopt these from other nations. For example, bombs, guns, aero         

planes, motor vehicles, machine guns, etc. In reality, this is not even           

tashabbuh. The Islamic Shari’ah did not teach the ways of inventing.          

Inventions, crafts, occupations, etc. have been left to the        

intelligence and experience of people and their requirements.       

However, the Shari’ah has laid down what kinds of crafts and          

occupations are lawful, to what extent they are lawful, and in what           

way it is lawful to use them. Islam teaches the purpose and           

objectives. A doctor does not teach you how to make a shoe. Yes, he             

will tell you that do not make a shoe in such a way that nails stick               

out and thereby injure your feet. In like manner, Islam does not           

teach inventions. But it will tell you that the invention should not           

be such that it causes a disadvantage to your religion or poses a            

danger to your life.

This refers to inventions for which Muslims do not have an          

alternative. However, if an invention is such that Muslims have an          

alternative for it, then tashabbuh therein will be makruh. For         

example, it is related in the Hadith that Rasulullah prohibited          

the Muslims from using the Persian bow because the Muslims had          

an alternative for it, the Arabian bow. Moreover, the benefit of both           

was the same. There was only a difference in the construction of           
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both. There is no fanaticism in Islam: there is self-respect. Therefore,          

if the Muslims have something which the unbelievers also have and          

there is only a difference in the appearance and form of that thing,            

then in such a situation, Islam prohibits tashabbuh bil kuffar. This is           

in the sense that apart from it being a sin, it smacks of lack of              

self-respect because you are unnecessarily making yourself      

subservient to other nations and demonstrating that you are relying         

on them. However, the Muslims of today no longer have this          

self-respect. They have completely neglected their own house, in        

fact, set a fire to their own house and began following the ways and             

habits of others.

Yes, the new inventions and new weapons for which the Muslims do           

not have an alternative, it will be permissible for them to use these            

in order to fulfill their needs, for their comfort and for the removal            

of harm. However, the condition is that using them should not be           

with the intention of emulating the unbelievers. Using new weapons         

and new inventions solely for one’s own benefit is permitted by the           

Shari’ah. However, the Shari’ah does not permit using them with the          

intention of tashabbuh bil kuffar.
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If the Muslims start drinking milk in the manner in which alcohol           

and wines are drunk by the unbelievers, the Shari’ah will prohibit it.           

Consuming milk in a manner that is similar to the unbelievers’          

consumption of wines is proof of the fact that there is a special            

desire and love in the depth of this person’s heart to consume wine.            

In like manner, if any lawful item is used with the intention of            

emulating the unbelievers and the enemies of Islam, it is a proof           

that this person’s heart has a special affinity with the unbelievers          

and a special inclination towards them.

Just as you would not like to be similar to your enemies and would             

not want to emulate them, in like manner Allah cannot accept           

His own friend (a Muslim) emulating His enemies (the unbelievers         

who reject Allah and ascribe partners to Him) or doing          

something with the intention of bearing similarity with them. Allah         

 says:

ُراَّنلا ُمُكَّسَمَتَف ْاوُمَلَظ َنيِذَّلا ىَلِإ ْاوُنَكْرَت َالَو
“Do not incline towards the wrong-doers or else the fire will

afflict you.” [Surah Hud, verse 113]

The Reason for the Prohibition of

Tashabbuh bil kuffar

Islam is a complete and perfect religion. It has come as an abrogator            

of all previous religions and Shari’ahs. It does not permit its          

followers to adopt the ways of religions that are imperfect and          

abrogated. Emulating others is also against self-respect. Just as the         

essence of every nation and religion is different, in like manner, the           

appearance and form of each one is also different. It is the outward            
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form and appearance that is a means to distinction. A nation is           

considered different and distinct from another nation on the basis         

of this outward form and appearance.

When a nation adopts the peculiarities and idiosyncrasies, and the         

form and appearance of another nation, then its own personal         

nationality is destroyed. It is obvious that to destroy your own          

nationality and personality for the nationality and personality of        

another nation is absolutely against self-respect.

Islam is a perfect religion. It is independent in its belief system and            

acts of worship. It does not follow anyone else in this regard nor is it              

subjected to anyone in this regard. In like manner, Islam is          

independent in its social structure and customs. It does not follow          

anyone in this regard nor is it subjected to anyone in this regard.

No government will permit its soldiers to adopt the uniform of the           

soldiers of its enemy, nor will it permit any of its soldiers to bear the              

flag of the enemy government. The soldier who does any of this will            

be worthy of having his head chopped off.

Similarly, the hizbullah (party of Allah ) – the Muslims – are not            

permitted to adopt the appearance of hizbush shaytaan (the party of          

Satan) which would cause confusion to those who look at them.          

Assume that there is a group of people that rebels against a           

particular government and this group adopts its own dress code and          

means of identification. The government will never ever allow any of          

its loyal subjects to emulate the dress code of that rebel group.

It is extremely surprising that a British general has the right to           

consider it a crime for someone to adopt a German or Russian           

uniform because these two countries are enemies of Britain, but the          

Messenger of Allah does not have the right to consider it a            
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crime for a Muslim to adopt the appearance of the enemies of Allah            

!!! Rasulullah  said:

“ مهنم وهف موقب هبشت نم ”

“The person who emulates a nation is considered to be from

among them.”

The person who bears any resemblance to the enemies of Allah 

and adopts the dress code and uniform of those people, will

certainly be considered to be in the army of the enemies of Allah

.

Islam is absolute light while kufr is darkness. Islam is truth while kufr            

is falsehood. Islam is absolute beauty and splendor while kufr is          

absolute ugliness. Islam is as clear as the light of day while kufr is a              

pitch dark night. Islam is honor while kufr is disgrace.

Islam therefore does not permit its followers to adopt the dress          

code of and to bear any similarity to darkness, disgrace and          

falsehood. Just as the essence of Islam is different from the essence           

of kufr, Islam desires that the appearance, form and clothing of its           

followers should be different and distinct from that of its enemies.

The gist of what we said above is that the prohibition of tashabbuh            

is not based on fanaticism but on self-respect, self-honor and         

person protection. That is, a nation cannot be referred to as a           

nation as long as its peculiarities and distinctions are not         

independent (of others).

In like manner, in order to save the Islamic nation and the Muslim            

Ummah from unbelief, asceticism and apostasy, there is no way         

other than safeguarding their Islamic peculiarities and distinctions       
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and saving it from emulating the unbelievers (tashabbuh bil kuffar).         

This is because tashabbuh means losing your identity among others.

Allah  says:

اوُرَفَك َنيِذَّلاَك اوُنوُكَت اَل اوُنَماَء َنيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأاَي
“O you who believe! Do not be like the unbelievers.” [Surah Al ‘Imran,

verse 156]

The believer (a friend of Allah ) has to remain aloof from and            

distinct from the enemy of Allah (the unbeliever). It is not           

lawful for the loyal subjects of a government to bear any similarity           

as regards their appearance and dress to those who are enemies          

and rebels against the government.

Allah  says:

ىَسوُم اْوَذاَء َنيِذَّلاَك اوُنوُكَت اَل اوُنَماَء َنيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأاَي
“O you who believe! Do not be like those who harmed Musa.”
[Surah al-Ahzab, verse 69]

Allah  says:

َنِم َلَزَن اَمَو ِهَّللا ِرْكِذِل ْمُهُبوُلُق َعَشْخَت ْنَأ اوُنَماَء َنيِذَّلِل ِنْأَي ْمَلَأ
ُدَمَأْلا ُمِهْيَلَع َلاَطَف ُلْبَق ْنِم َباَتِكْلا اوُتوُأ َنيِذَّلاَك اوُنوُكَي اَلَو ِّقَحْلا

نوُقِساَف ْمُهْنِم ٌريِثَكَو ْمُهُبوُلُق ْتَسَقَف  َ
“Has the time not come for the believers that their hearts

should feel humble at the remembrance of Allah and what has

come down of the true religion, and that they should not be like

those who were given the Book before this and the term was



Siratul - Mustafa (Vol – 3)

prolonged for them and so their hearts became hard? And many

among them are disobedient.” [Surah al-Hadid, verse 16]

In other words, the fear is that if you emulate and imitate the Jews             

and Christians, your hearts will also become hard like theirs and          

they will no longer have the capability to accept (the truth).

In the book, az-Zawajir ‘an Iqtiraf al-Kaba’ir, ‘Allamah Ibn Hajr Makki          

Haythami rahimahullah quotes a Hadith from Malik ibn Dinar        

rahimahullah with regard to a revelation which Allah sent to a           

certain Prophet saying:

اولخدت ال :كموقل لق نأ ،ءايبنألا نم يبن ىلإ هللا ىحوأ :رانيد نب كلام لاق "
الو يئادعأ بكارم اوبكرت الو ،يئادعأ سبالم اوسبلت الو يئادعأ لخادم

“ يئادعأ  مه امك يئادعأ اونوكتف يئادعأ معاطم اومعطت

“Say to your people that they should not enter the entrances of

My enemies, they should not wear the dress of My enemies,

they should not ride the animals that are ridden by My enemies,

and that they should not eat the food of my enemies. If not,

they will become My enemies just as those are My

enemies.”[Kitab az-Zawajir, vol. 1, p. 11.]

The last sentence of this revelation “If not, they will become My           

enemies just as they are My enemies”, is similar to the Qur’anic           

verse wherein Allah prohibits the Muslims from intermingling        

with the unbelievers. At the end of this prohibition, Allah says:           

“If not, you will also be like them.” Allah says: “Whoever           

befriends them, then he is also like them.” Rasulullah says:          

“Whoever imitates a nation is considered to be among them.”
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The Harms of Tashabbuh

There are many harms in adopting the appearance and dress code          

of others.

(1) The first consequence of this will be that there will be no            

outward distinction between Islam and kufr. The true religion will         

become confused with the false religions. The truth will become         

confused with false religions. The truth of the matter is that          

emulating and imitating the Christians will open the door towards         

Christianity.

(2) It is also against self-respect and self-honor to choose to imitate           

others. A national emblem and national identification is also        

something whereby it becomes clear that this person belongs to a          

certain nation. If this is a real necessity, then there is no other way             

except abstaining from wearing the dress code of other nations. Just          

as other nations restrict themselves to their own dress code, in like           

manner, Islamic self-respect demands that we restrict ourselves to        

our dress code and that we have special means of identification          

whereby we will be distinguished from other nations.

(3) Choosing the social, cultural and dress code of the unbelievers          

actually entails accepting their leadership and authority. In fact, it         

entails an admission and an announcement of our inferiority. Islam         

does not permit this because the inferior choose the appearance of          

the superior and not vice versa. The ruled is compelled to follow the            

ruler. He wears his type of dress in order to please him. Since Islam             

is an independent religion, why should it emulate and follow         

others?

This tashabbuh will gradually result in having an inclination towards         
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the unbelievers. This is clearly forbidden. Allah  says:

ِهّللا ِنوُد نِّم مُكَل اَمَو ُراَّنلا ُمُكَّسَمَتَف ْاوُمَلَظ َنيِذَّلا ىَلِإ ْاوُنَكْرَت َالَو
نوُرَصنُت َال َّمُث ءاَيِلْوَأ ْنِم  َ

“Do not incline towards the wrong-doers or else the fire will

afflict you. You have no protectors whatsoever besides Allah,

then you will not be helped.” [Surah Hud, verse 113]

In fact, adopting the dress code and appearance of non-Muslims is

an indication of having love for them. This is prohibited in the

Shari’ah Allah  says:

ْمُهُضْعَب َءاَيِلْوَأ ىَراَصَّنلاَو َدوُهَيْلا اوُذِخَّتَت اَل اوُنَماَء َنيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأاَي
يِدْهَي اَل َهَّللا َّنِإ ْمُهْنِم ُهَّنِإَف ْمُكْنِم ْمُهَّلَوَتَي ْنَمَو ٍضْعَب ُءاَيِلْوَأ

نيِمِلاَّظلا َمْوَقْلا  َ
“O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and Christians as

friends. They are friends of each other. Whoever among you

befriends them, he is considered to be among them. Surely Allah

does not guide the wrong-doing people.” [Surah al-Ma’idah, verse 51]

What! Is this not a clear injustice that we claim to be Muslims, that             

we claim to love Allah and His Messenger but our           

appearance and dress are that of the enemies of Allah and His            

Messenger ?? No ruler and no government will ever tolerate a          

subject claiming to be loyal to the government while he maintains          

friendly ties, commercial ties and social contact with the enemies of          

the government. Therefore, if Allah, the most just of rulers,         

prohibits us from maintaining friendly relations and adopting the        

appearance and dressing of His enemies and the enemies of His          
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ambassadors, i.e. His Messengers and Prophets, why should anyone        

object to this?

(5) This tashabbuh will gradually lead to ridiculing and mocking at          

Islamic dress and Islamic culture. The person will look down upon          

Islamic dress and consequently look down upon those who wear         

this Islamic dress. If a person is not looking down upon Islamic dress,            

why would he choose the dress of the unbelievers?

(6) Difficulty will be experienced in promulgating Islamic laws. If a          

Muslim sees a fellow Muslim in the appearance of unbelievers, he          

will assume this person to be a Christian, Jew or Hindu. If such a             

corpse is found, he will hesitate and not know whether the janazah           

salah should be read over him and whether he should be buried in a             

Muslim cemetery or not.

(7) When a person abandons Islamic dress and appearance, he will          

no longer enjoy any honor among his own people. If his own people            

do not honor him, what honor can he expect from others? Others           

only respect a person when he enjoys respect among his own          

people.

(8) Adopting the dress code of others is a proof of one’s aloofness            

from one’s own people.

(9) It is sad that a person claims to be a Muslim, but his clothing,              

food, society, culture, language, way of life, are all like that of the            

enemies of Islam. If this is the condition, why even bother to claim            

that you are a Muslim? Islam neither needs such Muslims nor does           

it bother about such Muslims who consider emulating the enemies         

of Islam to be a source of honor and pride.

We cannot understand what is the need and advantage of adopting          

the appearance and dressing of unbelievers. To adopt their dressing         
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unnecessarily means that you are saying: “Here, we will also become          

unbelievers even though it may only be in our appearance.” Allah          

 protect us from this.

Or a person says: “Bring, these are the clothes of our enemies. We            

will also wear them and appear like them in order to demonstrate           

our support.” It is clearer than the light of day that the Christians            

are the enemies of Islam and the Muslims. The Qur’an and Hadith           

are clear in this regard that the unbelievers are your open enemies.           

During the partition of India, the Christian enmity towards Islam         

became absolutely clear. The British gave as much as they possibly          

could to the Hindus while the Muslims were left deprived. The          

British bought 400,000 Jews from outside and settled them in         

Palestine. In so doing, they divided Palestine as well. Based on this           

ruling of theirs, wherever there were 400,000 and 800,000 Muslims         

in India, they ought to have divided those areas as well – as they             

had done in Palestine. In the present circumstances, the total         

population of Jews and Muslims in Palestine is 800,000. In the U.P.           

province of India alone, the Muslim population is eight million.         

Based on the principles that they followed in Palestine, they out to           

have established a separate Muslim state in U.P. province. In short,          

the enmity that the Christians have towards Islam is as clear as the            

sun. Yet, we do not know why the Muslims are adopting the culture            

of their enemies. The fact of the matter is that people think that the             

English appearance and way of dress is that of the government and           

those in power. This therefore means that if they emulate them,          

they will also acquire honor and respect.

It is sad that honor and respect is acquired in order to get an             

advantage over others. It is not acquired in order to acquire awe           

and respect for oneself and one’s own people. A person claims          
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well-being for his own people yet he dislikes and abhors his own           

people’s culture and loves the culture of others.

What honor is there in changing your colors like that of a           

chameleon, that you gaze steadfastly towards Europe and adopt the         

fashion and clothing that they have adopted. This you do in your           

ardent love for them. When a person loves a people, he has to live             

in humiliation and disgrace before them. You now have the choice          

of having love for Allah , His Messenger , the Rightly-Guided          

caliphs and their society and culture, or you have love for the           

scoundrels and pleasure-loving rascals of Europe and their culture.        

Understand well that the basis of such love is humiliation.

The Secret and Basis of Success

It is a clear fact that the light of Islam spread from Makkah to the              

four corners of the world. In a short while, the world was at the feet              

of the Muslims and they enjoyed religious and material progress.         

The absolute power, sway and authority which they enjoyed while         

spreading the Shari’ah, was not because they acquired the sciences         

and knowledge of the rulers of that time, they excelled in business           

and craftsmanship, or that they proliferated interest and usurious        

transactions on a grand scale, and that they established usurious         

banking institutions for this large scale business.

Rather, the reason for this was that the divine Shari’ah was their           

guide and following the Sunnah was their strength, their army, their          

weapon, and their flag of victory. Through this, they established a          

powerful domain which reduced the greatness and grandeur of        

Rome and Persia to dust.

This is such a clear fact that there is no need to provide any proof              
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and evidence for this. The Jewish and Christian scholars testify to          

this fact that Rasulullah was commissioned as a Prophet in          

Makkah, that he alone taught the desert dwellers, ignoramuses and         

camel-herds the lessons of tauhid, and taught them the divine Book          

of Allah . On one hand, he taught them servitude before Allah           

and His cognition, while on the other hand, he taught them           

how to administer laws, justice, and equity whereby they became a          

superpower in a short time. They did this without having any          

wealth, no army and no force. They neither learnt nor acquired the           

knowledge and sciences of other nations nor did they consider usury          

to be lawful. All this they did through the blessings of following the            

Shari’ah.

After the demise of Rasulullah , Abu Bakr succeeded him as           

the caliph. He also followed the Shari’ah to the full during his           

caliphate. He waged war against the tribes that refused to pay zakat           

during his caliphate. He took an oath and said: “If they hesitate in            

giving that piece of rope in zakat which they used to give in the time              

of Rasulullah , he will wage jihad against them and fight them.”           

He also waged jihad and completely wiped out the apostates and          

claimants to Prophethood.

In like manner, the awe and authority that was prevalent during the           

era of the second caliph (‘Umar ), was through the blessing of           

following the Shari’ah. This was to such an extent that great rulers           

and kings feared him.

It should be understood well that through the blessing of following          

the Sunnah of Muhammad , the Sahabah were bestowed         

with a huge government like that of Dhul Qarnayn and Sulayman          
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. It was through the blessing of following the Sunnah of          

Muhammad that the thrones of Caesar and Choesroes were         

overturned and their civilization and culture was reduced to shreds         

by the Sahabah . If we also follow their way, we will progress.            

Imam Malik rahimahullah says:

“ اهلوأ هب حلص امب الإ ةمألا هذه رخآ حلصي ال ”

“The latter part of this Ummah will not enjoy prosperity and          

success except through what the first part of this Ummah         

enjoyed prosperity and success.”

The Islamic Shari’ah taught such principles of government that the         

world had neither seen nor heard of. It is only through following it            

that we can progress. There can be no progress in following and           

emulating others. The basis of progress is not emulation of the Jews           

and Christians. Mere clothing cannot remove humiliation and       

insignificance. It is based on following the noble way of Rasulullah          

. The progress that was witnessed in the era of the Rightly           

Guided caliphs, the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs was all due to          

following the way of Rasulullah .

In fact, the actual reason for our fall is tashabbuh of others and            

diverting from tashabbuh of the Prophets. To assume that the         

Islamic dress will cause our lack of respect in the eyes of the west is              

baseless. Honor and respect is based on competence and capability         

and not on clothing. In fact, those who emulate and copy others are            

considered to be sellouts. Dishonor is not in Islamic dress but in           

adopting the dress of others. A Round Table Conference was held in           

London. Many Hindu leaders attended wearing western clothing.       

Gandhi also went, wearing his loin cloth. The respect and honor that           
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was bestowed on Gandhi by the British government was not         

bestowed on the others who were wearing western clothing.

There were many guards in Delhi who were worthy of the          

government. They used to come in Islamic dress. The respect and          

honor that was shown to them was more than what was shown to            

those who came in their pants and coats.

No matter how much the Muslims dye themselves in the color of           

western society and culture, the Jews and Christians will never be          

happy with them as long as they consider themselves to be          

followers of Islam. Allah says: “The Jews and Christians will never           

be happy with you until you follow their religion.”

O Muslims! If you desire progress, follow that path through which          

the first century of Islam found progress, and through which the call           

of Islam reverberated in the four corners of the world. World history           

is witness to this fact that the power, authority, victories, progress,          

academic, cultural and moral supremacy that was enjoyed during        

the eras of the Rightly Guided caliphs, Umayyad caliphs and Abbasid          

caliphs, was never enjoyed by Britain and America put together.

The nations of the west were more barbaric than the ignorant          

Arabs. When knowledge and wisdom proliferated during the       

Abbasid caliphate, the nations of the west acquired knowledge and         

the sciences from the Muslims. They translated these into their         

languages and then progressed in a manner that is witnessed today.          

It is now the duty of the Muslims to translate the modern sciences            

into their languages so that they can benefit from them and they do            

not have to waste away the lives of their youth and their wealth by             

sending them to western colleges.
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The Economic Consequences of Western Dress

Previously, most of the clothes were sewn at home. Especially         

sending the clothing of women to be sewn by a tailor was           

considered to be reprehensible. But once the doors of fashion were          

opened, all the clothes in the house were sent to tailors. There was            

no increase in the family income but the expenses increased. They          

therefore had to resort to credit or to unlawful ways of earning. In            

order to obtain western goods and effects in the house, you also           

need wealth like the west. However, the problem is that it has           

become a mindset that you have to live like them irrespective of           

what.

I ask these people who are giving a bad name to Islam: “On what             

basis have you given preference to western dress over Islamic dress?          

If it is because the Islamic dress causes some harm to the body or             

you experience some loss through it then tell me so that we could            

think over this and gauge whether the physical harm is in Islamic           

dress or western dress. If the reason is that you experience          

insignificance in Islamic dress, then there is also no need for you to            

even make a claim of being a Muslim. Western nations clearly          

consider Islam and Muslims to be insignificant and lowly. “The Jews          

and Christians will never be pleased with you until you follow their           

religion.” Islam has no need for such Muslims who change colors like           

a chameleon, who fall headlong before every new fashion and new          

craze, and who are totally devoid of independence. Those who do          

not have an independent spirit and temperament can never become         

leaders and rulers.

As long as the Muslim caliphs remained steadfast to the Shari’ah,          

their governments progressed, their honor and awe remained in the         

sight of their opponents, their enemies continued fearing them, and         
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the help of Allah  remained with them. Allah  says:

مُكَماَدْقَأ ْتِّبَثُيَو ْمُكْرُصْنَي َهَّللا اوُرُصْنَت ْنِإ اوُنَماَء َنيِذَّلا اَهُّيَأاَي  ْ
“O you who believe! If you help Allah, He will help you and make

firm your feet.” [Surah Muhammad verse 7]

نيِنِمْؤُم ْمُتْنُك ْنِإ َنْوَلْعَأْلا ُمُتْنَأَو  َ
“You will remain superior if you are really believers.” [Surah Al

‘Imran, verse 139]

As the Muslim rulers’ attachment to the Islamic Shari’ah decreased

by the day and as their preoccupation with luxury, comfort and lusts

increased, the foundations of the Islamic state decreased day by day

and the circle of the Islamic state became smaller and smaller. Allah

 says:

مِهِسُفْنَأِب اَم اوُرِّيَغُي ىَّتَح ٍمْوَقِب اَم ُرِّيَغُي اَل َهَّللا َّنِإ  ْ
“Surely Allah does not change the condition of a people until

they change what is within themselves.” [Surah ar-Raad, verse 11]

In other words, Allah  does not deprive anyone of His guidance

and kindness until they change their attitude and ways with Allah

.

‘Umar  Warns the Muslims from Emulating

the Unbelievers

When the Islamic victories and conquests increased during the        

caliphate of ‘Umar and the thrones of Cesar and Choesroes          

were overturned, Umar became concerned over the fact that         
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Islamic peculiarities and idiosyncrasies should not become affected       

by intermingling with the non-Arabs. On the one hand he stressed          

on the Muslims to abstain from emulating the non-Muslims and         

from adopting their appearance and way of dress. On the other          

hand, he stressed on the unbelievers to maintain their ways and          

appearance so that they may remain distinct from the Muslims.         

They should not adopt the appearance, dress, turban, etc. of the          

Muslims. This he did so that there may be no confusion and that the             

door of mixing and intermingling may remain shut.

ىلإ بتك هنأ هنع هللا يضر رمع نع هحيحص يف يراخبلا ىور"
ءاضتق( ".كرشلا لهأ يزو مكايإ سراف دالبب نيميقملا نيملسملا

)ميقتسملا طارصلا

“Imam Bukhari rahimahullah narrates that ‘Umar wrote a

letter to the Muslims in Persia saying: Beware of adopting the

appearance of the polytheists.”

Another Tradition states that he wrote the following:

مكايإ و ليعامسإ مكيبأ سابلب مكيلع اولعتناو اودتراو اورزتاف دعب امأ"
حتف( ".اوقلولخا و اونشوشخاو اوددعمت و مجعلا يزو معنتلا و

)يرابلا
“You should wear the izar (sarong – lungi), the shawl and

sandals and hold on firmly to the dress of your forefather Isma’il

( ). Beware of falling into luxury and the appearance of the

non-Arabs. Choose coarse, rough and old clothes which are the

clothing of humble people.”

The Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah narrates from         
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Abu ‘Uthman Nahdi who said: We were in Azerbaijan when the          

commander of our army, ‘Utbah ibn Farqad read out the following          

letter of ‘Umar  to us:

".ريرحلا سبلو كرشلا لهأ يزو معنتلاو مكايإ مكايإ دقرف نب ةبتع اي"

)ميقتسملا طارصلا ءاضتقا(
“O ‘Utbah ibn Farqad! Beware of falling into luxury, of adopting

the appearance of the polytheists and wearing silk.”

‘Umar  issued an edict to the Christians of Syria after they

agreed to certain conditions. This was then promulgated in the

Islamic caliphate. In return for accepting these conditions, the

Christians of Syria were guaranteed protection of their lives, wealth

and families. The conditions were as follows:

الو ، سولجلا اودارأ نإ انسلاجم نم مهل موقنو نيملسملا رقون            نأ
قرف وأ نيلعن وأ ةمامع وأ ةوسنلق مهسبالم نم ءيش يف مهب             هبشتن
الو جورسلا بكرن الو مهانكب ينتكن الو مهمالكب ملكتن الو           ،رعش
شقنن الو هلمحن الو حالسلا نم اًئيش ذختن الو فويسلا           دلقتن
نأو انسوؤر مداقم زجن نأو رومخلا عيبن الو ةيبرعلاب          انميتاوخ
رهظن ال نأو انطاسوأ ىلع رينانزلا دشن نأو ناك امثيح انيز            مزلن

يف اننيد بتك نم اًبتك الو اًبيلص رهظن الو انسئانك ىلع            بيلصلا
يف انسيقاونب برضن الو مهقاوسأ الو نيملسملا قرط نم          ءيش
رهظن الو اناتوم عم انتاوصأ عفرن الو اًفيفخ اًبرض الإ           انسئانك

نيملسملا قرط نم ءيش يف مهعم نارينلا
“We will respect the Muslims. We will give them place in our           
assemblies if they desire to sit there. We will not emulate or imitate            
them in their clothing be it the hat, the turban, the sandals or the             
parting of the hair. We will not converse in their language and we            
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will not adopt titles that they have. We will not place saddles on            
horses. We will not suspend our swords. We will not arm ourselves           
with any weapons nor will we carry them. We will not make stamps            
in Arabic. We will not engage in transactions involving alcohol. We          
will cut the front section of our hair. We will remain wearing our            
style of clothing wherever we are. We will suspend the rosary from           
our necks. We will not raise the cross in our churches. We will not             
expose our cross nor our scriptures on the paths and market places           
of the Muslims. We will ring our bells very softly in our churches. We             
will not raise our voices with our dead. We will not carry our fires             
with our dead in the pathways of the Muslims.” (This was with           
regard to the Magaens who were fire worshippers).

‘Abdur Rahman ibn Ghanam Ash’ari says: “I wrote down the         

conditions of peace that were written between ‘Umar and the          
Christians of Syria. The following conditions were also recorded.”

الو ةيالق الو ةسينك الو اريد اهلوح اميف الو انتنيدم يف ثدحن ال              نأ
اططخ ناك ام اهنم ييحن الو اهنم برخ ام ددجن الو بهار             ةعموص
الو ليل يف نيملسملا نم دحأ اهلزني نأ انسئانك عنمن ال نأو             نيملسملل
نم انيأر نم لزنن نأو ليبسلا نباو ةراملل اهباوبأ عسون نأو            راهن

اسوساج انلزانم الو انسئانك يف يوؤن الو مهمعطن مايأ ةثالث           نيملسملا
الو اكرش رهظن الو نآرقلا اندالوأ ملعن الو نيملسملل اشغ متكن            الو
نإ مالسالا يف لوخدلا انتبارق يوذ نم ادحأ عنمن الو ادحأ هيلإ             وعدن

ودارأ
“We will not construct any new church nor monastery in our city           
and its surrounding areas. If any (old) church or monastery becomes          
dilapidated, we will not renovate it. We will not inhabit any piece of            
land that is set aside for the Muslims. We will not stop any Muslim             
from getting in our churches be it by day or by night. We will keep              
the doors of our churches wide open for passers-by and travellers.          
We will host Muslim guests for three days. We will not give refuge to             
any spy in our churches or in our homes. We will not conceal any             
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usurped wealth of Muslims. We will not teach our children the          
Quran. We will not openly do any polytheistic act nor will we call            
anyone towards it. We will not stop any of our relatives from           
embracing Islam if they desire to embrace Islam.”

‘Abdur Rahman ibn Ghanam Ash’ari says: “When I wrote these         

conditions and brought them to ‘Umar for him to check them,           
he said: ‘Add the following conditions.’

انتلم لهأو انسفنأ ىلع كلذ مكل انطرش نيملسملا نم ادحأ برضن            الو
انفظوو مكل هانطرش امم ئش يف انفلاخ نحن نإف نامألا هيلع            انلبقو
ةدناعملا لهأ نم لحي ام انم مكل لح دقو انل ةمذ الف انسفنأ              ىلع

.قاقشلاو
“We will not strike any Muslim. We have accepted these conditions          
on ourselves and on behalf of those who follow our religion, and we            
accept peace in return for all this. If we go against any of these             
conditions, we can no longer enjoy the peace that you have          
guaranteed to us and the treatment that is meted out to the           
enemies of Islam can be meted out to us as well.”

A misgiving that is expressed at times is that if a person is covered in              
western or Hindu clothing from head to toe, will there be any effect            
on his belief in the oneness of Allah and the messenger-ship of            

Rasulullah  or will he become a kafir by wearing these clothes?

The answer to this is: if you were to remove your male clothing for a              
short while and wear your wife’s clothes: a satin pants, a red silk            
dress, a brightly colored scarf, bangles in your hands, anklets at your           
feet and a necklace around your neck; and you go to your office in             
this manner, then will you become a woman? Will there be any           
difference and decrease in your internal masculinity? Will you be         
prepared to sit in this manner in your office? It is hoped that based             
on your principles, you will be prepared to do this because          
according to you, there is nothing wrong in outward emulation.         
There is no harm in mere clothing. And when a person does not            
become a kafir by wearing western clothing, a man will not become           
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a woman by wearing a woman’s clothes. What change will there be           
in him by merely wearing the clothes of women?

Based on this, if a person adopts the clothing of a hermaphrodite,           
will he really become a hermaphrodite? Without doubt, by wearing         
the clothes of a woman, a man will not immediately become a           
woman. But if he were to wear these clothes for several days, you            
will see that after a few days his mannerisms and actions will           
become like a woman and a hermaphrodite. His tone, way of          
speaking, sitting, walking, everything will become like a woman or a          
hermaphrodite. The reason for this is that the outer has an effect on            
the inner. All the intelligentsia are unanimous in this regard that          
just as the inner has an effect on the outer, in like manner the outer              
has an effect on the inner. The heart is illuminated by good deeds            
and it becomes dark by evil deeds.

It should be understood in the same light that although there may           
not be any effect in wearing western or Hindu clothing at present,           
how do we know that this will not cause any internal harm later on?             
You should understand well that as long as your Islamic beliefs are           
protected internally, till that time you will only be emulating the          
Christians and polytheists by using their dress. And according to the          

Hadith of Rasulullah “The person who emulates a nation is          
considered to be from among them.” You are thus a criminal for           
having committed this crime of tashabbuh. And, if Allah forbid your          
outward appearance has an effect on your internal self and harms          
your Islamic beliefs as well, you should understand that you have          
not remained emulating the Christians and polytheists, but you        
have become one of them. The same rule will apply to you even if             
you make verbal claims to Islam. Such Islam will be referred to as a             
national Islam and not a Shar’i Islam. Shar’i Islam is that which is in             
accordance with the fundamentals of the Shari’ah.

By law, a Pakistani is he who accepts the laws of the Pakistani            
government and abstains from adopting the uniform of the enemies         
of the government. As for the person who criticizes the laws of           
Pakistan and wears the uniform of India and walks about in the           
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streets of Pakistan, then although such a person may be a Pakistani           
national, but according to the laws of the government, he is an           
enemy of the government.

From the above explanation, another misgiving is also removed. A         
person may say that by giving the example of a man wearing           
women’s clothing, the sexes here are completely different. The reply         
to this is that according to the Shari’ah, a believer and an unbeliever            
are two separate species. It is not permissible for one species to           
imitate the other. A loyal subject and a rebel are two different           
species according to the government, and different laws are        
applicable to each even though they may be from the same father           
and members of the same family. In like manner, the believer and           
the unbeliever are two separate species according to Islam. Different         
laws are applicable to each. Allah says: “It is He who created you.             
Then from among you is he who is a believer and he who is an              
unbeliever.” All the civilized nations of the world have this law that           
an enemy to the government and a rebel cannot be given          
presidential and ministerial positions. In like manner, Islam says        
that an enemy of Islam (an unbeliever) cannot be made a leader or            
minister of an Islamic state.

The Definition of Islamic Dress
Allah says: “The dress of piety, that is best. That is from the signs              
of Allah so that they may take admonition.”

There are two ways of considering any deed and action to be           

Islamic. One is that Rasulullah did that himself. The other is that            
he permitted it and did not stop anyone from doing it. Therefore, if            

Rasulullah stopped anyone from any particular deed or action,         
that will be un-Islamic. If he did something himself or permitted it,           
that will be Islamic. For example, eating barley bread was a Sunnah           

practice of Rasulullah . To act on this is very meritorious. To eat            
leavened bread, biryani, etc. are permissible because the Shari’ah        
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has permitted the eating of such delicacies. To consume dogs, pigs,          
alcohol are all un-Islamic because the Shari’ah has prohibited the         
consumption of these.

Clothing should be understood in the same light. The clothes that          

Rasulullah himself wore: kurtah, lungi, shawl, cloak and turban         
are all obviously an Islamic dress. Those garments that were not          

personally worn by Rasulullah , e.g. a pants, closed shoes, a long           
coat, a waistcoat, but permissibility in this regard is established         
from the Shari’ah, then these are lawful. Those items which have          
been prohibited, e.g. silk clothes, saffron-colored clothes, garments       
that go below the ankles, then these will be referred to as un-Islamic            
clothes.

The prohibition of emulating and imitating the enemies of Allah, i.e.          
the unbelievers, is mentioned in the Qur’an and Hadith. Therefore,         
wearing clothes which to onlookers makes the person look like a          
Jew, Christian, Magaen or Hindu, will certainly be un-Islamic        
clothing. The dhoti worn by Gandhi, the English cap and pants will           
all have the same ruling.

From here, an answer is also given to the misgiving of the followers            
of fashion who object to the ‘ulama’ that if the coat and pants of             
the English are un-Islamic, then the long kurtahs, long coats and          
closed shoes which the ‘ulama’ wear will also be un-Islamic because          
it is not established from history and the biography of Rasulullah          

 that he or his Sahabah  wore these.

The reply to this is that if Rasulullah permitted anything either           
verbally or by his actions, then that will all be referred to as Shari’ah             
and Islamic. Whatever he prohibited, will all be referred to as          

un-Islamic. Although Rasulullah did not wear such kurtahs, long         
coats and shoes, and although he did not each such foods like           
biryani, kebabs, etc., he did permit the acquisition of such luxuries          
provided they remain within the limits of the Shari’ah. Such luxuries          
and items of comfort made their appearance in the time of the           
Rightly Guided caliphs. The Sahabah did not reject the items of          
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comfort that were within the boundaries of the Shari’ah, except for          
those specific personalities who led an especially ascetic life and         
therefore refused to wear fine clothing and rejected the acquisition         
of dinars and dirhams.

The clothing, the food, the drink, the appearance and the culture          
that are within the limits of Shari’ah will be referred to as Islamic.            
Those that are not within the limits of the Shari’ah will be referred            
to as un-Islamic. Allah  says:

ُمُه َكِئَلوُأَف ِهَّللا َدوُدُح َّدَعَتَي ْنَمَو اَهوُدَتْعَت اَلَف ِهَّللا ُدوُدُح َكْلِت
نوُمِلاَّظلا  َ

“These are the limits of Allah. So do not transgress them.
Whoever transgresses the limits of Allah such persons wrong
(Themselves as well as others).” [Surah al-Baqarah, verse 229]


